
A Thinking Skills Curriculum for Young Children



What are your 

aspirations for your child 

for the future? 

That’s 

interesting.  

Tell me more!
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Which 

animal is 

the “odd 

one out?

That’s 

interesting. Tell 

me more!

Why did you 

say that?



Age group
% scored in the 

“highly creative” range

5 year olds 98

10 year olds 30

15 year olds 12

25+ year olds 2

“Creativity is not learned, but rather 
unlearned” Dr. George Land 



✿Young people need 21st century thinking skills

✿Teachers need support in delivering thinking skills effectively

✿Schools need a thinking skills programme which can be 

integrated into their existing curriculum

✿Parents need to participate in the development 

of their children’s thinking skills

What’s the problem? 



Are you a thinking family?

Why do you say 

that? 



Different margarines 

are available for sale at 

the grocer. Which one 

would you rather  buy?



The fish is for sale at the 

market. How do you think 

did it get to the 

supermarket?





I see..

I think..

I wonder..







A programme that 

teaching thinking 

skills through a 

structured approach

Targeted at children 

4-7 

10 Thinking 

Structures and 

associated 

characters

What is ThinkWise? 

ThinkWise Helps Little People share their Big Ideas! 



ThinkWise for 

Teachers and 

Schools:

• Comprehensive 

programme guides 

teachers through 

structured activities

• Online thinking 

community

• Scalable, 

transferable, online 

training support



10 Thinking Structures: Meet our Little People
TELL ME MORE

“Hi, I’m Mary More. I encourage my 
friends to express their ideas in 

words, to give suggestions, and to 
build explanations based on 

evidence.”

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK

“Hi, I’m Lucky Luke. I help others to be 
curious, to observe closely and to 
make suggestions and predictions 

from their observations.”

WHY IS THAT?

“Hi, I’m Thanya Wit. I teach my 
friends a simple questioning strategy 

that can be used everywhere - in 
class, in a small group, or in pairs.”

SEE - THINK - WONDER

“Hi, my name is Winny Wonder. I 
teach my friends to look at things, to 
think about it and to formulate their 

own questions about it.”

PRETEND TO BE

“Hi, I’m Ben Pretend. I love it when 
my friends use their imagination and 
explore experiences and ideas from 

different viewpoints.”

THINK - PAIR - SHARE

“Hi, I’m Sheila Shares. I teach 
others to collaborate and to share 

ideas because learning together 
and sharing ideas is so important.”

THINKY LINKS

“My name is Lily Links and I teach 
my friends to develop lots of  
connections between all the 
different things they learn.”

ASK A QUESTION

“My name is Kenny Five and I teach 
my friends to ask their own 

questions so that they can find out 
more about the world.”

WOULD YOU RATHER…? THINK - PUZZLE - EXPLORE

“Hi, I’m Ricky Rather. I want others 
to think about different choices 
and the reasons they have for 

making those choices.”

“I’m Peter Puzzler and I encourage my 
friends to use all their thinking skills 

together so that they can explore their 
learning and the world around them.”



 Integrated into classroom 
teaching and learning in 
education settings 

 Planned and spontaneous 
activities 

 Reinforced by parental 
support. 

 Delivered as an enrichment 
programme 

How is ThinkWise 
implemented?



ThinkWise enables children to:

 show natural curiosity

 exhibit a willingness to learn 

 Cultivate persistence 

 engage in activities that encourage the 

development of thinking skills

 develop a self-awareness of the 

thinking process (metacognition)

 show imagination

 Nurture emotional intelligance 

How will ThinkWise 

benefit my child? 



We have received such positive feedback 

from children and teachers. 



ThinkWise for 

Parents:

Parents as Primary 

Educators and 

Caregivers embed 

thinking through 

structured activities at 

home and when out 

and about. 



What is included in the ThinkWise Parents

Programme?

Introductory 
Booklet Activity Cards 

Reward Stickers
& Flashcards   

Online Support 



Character cards 

help children to 

learn all about the 

ThinkWise 

character. 

Strategy cards 

help you  to 

understand how 

the thinking 

strategy is used. 



Activities are easy 

to implement and 

use resources that 

you would typically 

have at home. Each 

of the activities take 

place in different 

learning contexts. 

Numbered activity 

cards tell you what 

resources you need 

and provide step by 

step instructions to 

carry out the activity.  



www.thinkwise.education

Join the ThinkWise Community 


