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PEPPS MOTHEONG 
  Primary and Secondary School 

An Independent School Est. 1991 
EMIS 700232090 
Tel: 012 373 6201/7923 
Fax: 012 373 4220 
head@motheong.co.za 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 23 January 2021 
 
 Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Welcome back to the school year that started with a twist. It is both a frustrating and an anxiety-causing situation 
for students, parents and for the school not to be able to confirm the way forward at this stage. As soon as there 
is any update in the available information, we will contact parents immediately. Here are a few issues to consider: 
 
Current Covid exposure levels in the Community:  
Unfortunately, we can’t confirm the true number of cases in the feeding area of the school but have noted a spike 
of cases in our community. We can control the environment inside the school but we do not know or have a say 
over the choices families make once learners leave the premises. .  

 
What we know is that the virus spreads through physical touch. If we can sanitise hands and clothes upon entry, 
a child then enters a ‘clean’ environment. If each child wears their mask with preferably a screen, sanitises 
hands, keeps 1,5m away from each other, it should curb the spread of the virus. We have then done what we 
humanly can in a controlled environment.  
 
The re-opening of the school: 
In previous letters we shared information about the experts whom we consulted with while writing our procedures 
and policies. As new information becomes available, we compare and update our comprehensive guidelines on 
Cleaning and Hygiene, Screening, Orientation of Staff and Learners to the ‘new normal’, and Health and Safety 
precautions. In addition, we are in constant contact with other schools in order to share best practice. 
 
We are aware that the return to school may provoke fear and anxiety in many learners and their parents; We 
would like to reiterate that we are doing all in our power to create as safe an environment as possible, and to 
ensure that your children’s reintegration into school allays their fears. 
 
We have marked lines where we could in front of the classes for line up and on the field for break. At no time in 
the day will any child be unattended or unsupervised by an adult.  We have distanced desks and made markings 

for them to stay distant (Desks move themselves during class time😉). The first day back we will just be 

focused on sharing the routines and practising it in a fun way. We have video clips and lessons ready to 
demonstrate as to ensure a teacher does not forget any important matter that must be shared.  

 
What measures are in place for teachers to care for themselves and also be protected in this time?  
 Each teacher will wear a mask at all times.  
 Sanitise hands before and after touching any resources.  
 Teachers are expected to social distance from learners during the facilitation of learning. 
 The distribution of books or material must comply with our suggested procedures to minimise touching of 

resources by different people. In the Foundation Phase learners will keep books in chair bags as to 
minimise movement and cross contamination of books between learners and the teacher.  

 
Possible Covid Cases: 
When we deal with any possible or confirmed COVID-19 case, we treat it as a matter of urgency and without 
delay as to mitigate any possible threat to our safe environment. We are pro-active in dealing with any situation 
that might arise. When any case is reported we follow up and take steps according to the latest SOP available.  
 
How do we handle any possible confirmed case reported?  

 Determine who the COVID positive person had contact with while confirming date and time. 

 Advise the all close contacts that we tracked to isolate until test result is confirmed. 
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 Immediately start with the decontamination of areas while we wait on the confirmation of test result.  

 If we receive a positive result, report the positive COVID-19 case to the DBE, DoH and our district. 

 Write a letter to all parents on the same day to inform them about the situation and advise on a way 
forward until we receive other directives from the DoH.  

 Place a 75% alcohol room fogger in the affected classes as to continue with the sanitisation process.  

 Deep clean all surfaces and items in class. 

 Leave the room well ventilated as to provide a safe space for the learners to return to.  

 Inform parents of termination or extension of the isolation upon receiving directives from the DoH. 
 
As communicated in our letters and videos before, we’ve put all possible measures in place to protect our 
learners and staff.  Our expenses regarding COVID protection and resources are taking a huge chunk out of our 
budget. At school we follow physical distancing and we are vigilant with the washing and sanitising of hands as 
well as sanitisation of individual work stations. We ensure that physical distancing is adhered to at all times. We 
do not have any guarantees but it is very unlikely that cross infection or contamination would take place at 
school. Unfortunately, not all learners and parents continue with the same practice away from school. We want to 
urge parents and learners to please do what they can to stay safe when not at school. We observed learners 
leaving the school gate, taking their masks off and walking home or socialising with friends at a close distance. 
Over weekends families visit friends and family. We understand that it is great to see each other but with the 
growing numbers of positive cases at the moment, it is not the best thing to do 
 
Distance learning: 
When we learnt about the later opening of school, teachers transformed their original planning into a starter pack 
for the learners. The aim was to provide school work for the next few weeks until the school opens. Teachers will 
mark the work when the learners are back at school. This will enable them to finalise intervention plans.  
 
We chose the printed option as to save parents downloading documents and struggling with data. In most cases 
learners will be able to complete the work independently. Teachers will be available on their e-mail addresses.  In 
the next week all our Google Classrooms will be set up as to support with the online learning keeping in mind 
that all learners will now have a printed copy as a starting point. Up to now the system we’ve put in place has 
worked well and we have received positive feedback from students, staff and parents. Very few parents reported 
challenges. If you experience any challenges regarding the learning material, please contact us for assistance. 
When we make material available online, there will be a facility for parents to log into the parent Wi-Fi at school 
and download documents.  
 
 In the coming weeks we will engage learners on Google Classroom and ensure that we can support learners 
who can’t attend school in the best possible way. Our learners from 2020 can continue on their old e-mail 
address and a letter regarding your child’s email address will be shared with new registrations in the next week. If 
you need any support regarding the e-learning matters please contact Gregory.l@motheong.co.za.  
 
What can parents and guardians do to support their children? 

 The first thing we can do at home is to install the correct habits on changing masks, washing hands, 
keeping good hygiene and social distancing which will also be reinforced at school. Don’t accept that 
your child knows these habits. Take the time to practice it with them.  

 Find a mask that fits properly on your child. If the mask is not comfortable, your child will touch their face 
more often which increases the chances of infection.  

 A plastic bag should be available with your child’s lunchbox so that they can place their current mask in 
the bag before they put on their new mask. Let them always sanitise their hands before putting on a 
new mask. It will support them to be familiar with the break time routines at school. 

 You can further keep your child safe from contamination by washing and ironing their masks and school 
uniform on a daily basis when they return from school.   

 As parents and guardians, we can also ensure that the transport provider we use complies with basic 
sanitising practises.  

 Prepare your child for the changes at school. Desks will be further apart, breaks will be different and we 
will not be able to hug our friends or teachers. All the cultural and sport activities that were part of our 
routines will not be available as before. In the past we always shared what we have, but now we will not 
be able to share our lunch, equipment or toys with each other. Please take the time to explain these 
changes to your child again on their level before they return to school. 

 Just because you know people and love them, it does not mean that they are not a possible source of 
COVID infection. We want to urge parents to PLEASE do what you can to keep your family safe even if 
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nobody is watching. You are not tricking the system by not complying. You are placing the lives of your 
family in danger.  

 Wear a mask when around people that you do not share a house with. This will protect yourself and 
them.  

 Wash hands with water and soap or sanitise your hands with an alcohol based sanitiser regularly. Do 
not touch your face or mask without sanitising your hands before and after. Our hands must be seen as 
the transport vehicle for C-19 to our face into our bodies.  

 If you can’t practice physical distancing in a situation, remove yourself from that situation immediately. 
As much as we want to hug each other, we now have to find other ways of showing affection as to 
protect the people we love.  

 Change your clothes immediately when you enter your house after being in contact with places outside 
your safe environment. Keep your house a green zone. Shoes can carry many germs. Take them off at 
the door or disinfect your shoes before entering the house.  

 
Punctuality 
Learners need to arrive on the school grounds at the latest by 7:15, to be screened and ready for class by 7:30.  

 Late coming influences the effectiveness of our daily program. In some cases, teachers have already 

started with a lesson when learners arrive in class and they miss the very important introduction to new 

material.  In some cases they even miss the beginning of a test. 

 When a learner arrives late, the teacher must stop all activities to engage in the second phase of the 

screening. This steals learning opportunities from the rest of the class.   

 Late coming places a lot of stress on a learner as they have to enter a class in front of all learners 

knowing that they are not on time. Be good to your child.  

Learners who arrive late will: 

 Wait until the next lesson starts as not to disrupt the class. 

 Receive a reminder that will lead to disciplinary action if punctuality is not valued.  

 
Parents on the premises 
Please remember that we want to protect our staff and learners as much as possible and for that reason we 
need to limit feet entering the premises. Feel welcome to phone or send an e-mail as to enable us to try and 
support you in a different way. If you need to collect uniform, Lydia Maila will assist in making arrangements and 
preparing your parcel before you arrive at school.    
 
School rules and discipline 
It is at this time that we have to mind the small things in order for the big things to take care of themselves. A 
school that does not maintain good discipline during this time may experience more challenges with infections as 
learners will not follow the procedures to keep them safe. We request parents, as they have done before, to work 
with us as a united front in raising our shared children. Any learner who violates rules that will steal learning 
opportunities or place others in danger will be removed from the class immediately and the disciplinary process 
followed. We expect learners to arrive in the correct uniform, that consist of official school uniform items. Being 
more lenient in allowing learners to wear school tracksuits as part of their school uniform, does not imply that 
they can violate other rules.  
 
School Fees: 
School fees are due during the year for the delivery of education in that year. Adding to the school fees we have 
registration fee/re-registration fee, stationery and uniform expenses that is paid before the start of the year.  
 
Although every child has the constitutional right to education, this responsibility lies with our Government. 
Choosing to place your child in an independent school where a Government subsidy is much smaller than that of 
Government schools, will bring about additional financial responsibilities.   
 
School fees can be paid in different ways: 

 A once off payment at the beginning of the year. 

 Over the year in installments spread over 11 months. Please note that school fees are not paid for 

the month. It is paying the installments on the amount due for the year. 

  At the start of each term to cover the 3 installments due in that term. 
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Parents who fall in arrears with fees must realise that we experience challenges in the operational running of the 
school if parents do not keep to their financial commitments. In the past year we were faced with the possible 
challenge of closing two classes and retrenching teachers in these different grades, because of the number of 
parents in those grades who did not meet their financial commitment.  
 
We are very aware of the financial challenges, brought about by Covid, that many of our parents face. However, 
the reality is that parents with fees in arrears are posing a risk to the delivery of quality education as promised. If 
at the beginning of the year parents already fall behind with fees, we know that this will be the challenge for the 
rest of the year. On advice from the Independent School Association of South Africa we have the right not to 
admit parents with fees due at the start of the new year.  Parents with fees in arrears were made aware of this 
throughout 2020 and they knew for many months that they had to seek alternative educational providers.  
 
We start the year two weeks later than planned but we still have a plan to deliver the curriculum for this year. We 
will adjust holidays and teach additional days if needed. I want to make parents aware of our strategies that we 
use in class to maintain good discipline. This support in the learners internalizing material sooner than in a 
school where teachers waste a lot of time on discipline matters. Some parents felt that they will not pay the 
school fees this month as no service was delivered. This will only imply that over the next 10 months you will 
have to pay an additional amount to make up the amount that you are behind with from January.   
 
Privilege 
We are very conscious of the relative privilege of our position at PEPPS Motheong in relation to many thousands 
of schools across our country. We have the advantage of extensive grounds, a large hall, sufficient classrooms, 
spacious and hygienic bathroom facilities, an excellent teacher-student ratio, strong and efficient administration 
and leadership, and so much more. This places us in a position where we can at least make schooling under the 
new normal possible, and relatively safe. For millions of young people this may not be the case where 
overcrowding, poor bathroom facilities, classroom shortages, poor teacher-student ratios make it so much more 
difficult to exercise correct precautions and keep everyone safe, let alone deliver a quality education. 
 
If anything, this pandemic is teaching us to live differently, not to take what we have for granted, and to be 
courageous in the face of hardship. We are well aware that we cannot guarantee the safety of any staff member 
or student at this time, and that this causes anxiety in our community. However, I can assure you that we did all 
we possibly can within our resources to create an ordered, disciplined and safe environment. Our previously well-
established discipline culture and well behaved learners will came into play for the benefit of our safety. In the 
past year we did not have one positive case originating from the school. In all cases where learners isolated it 
was because of contact with people outside the school. All individuals on the school campus must take 
responsibility for themselves and for those around them. The best way we can approach this is to: 

Treat yourself as if you have the virus, and treat all others as if they have the virus too. 
 

Please stay safe. We trust God for His protection over Motheong but we need to be responsible and follow safe 
practice as well. May His peace guard your heart above all else and may you and your family be under the 
protection of His blood.  
 
 
Yours in Education 

 
JJ Berrange 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 


